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Year 9








Year 9

	Theme, Aims and content
	Holes 

Introduction to the study of a novel 
	Holes – cont.
	Types of Writing 

(Pre GCSE)
	
	Greek Myths
(World Texts)
	Greek Myths
(World Texts)
	
	The Outsiders 

(Youth issues in a historical context)

	The Outsiders 

(Youth issues in a historical context)


	London Unit 

(A variety of fiction and non-fiction and multicultural texts)


	
	Learning Outcomes








	Diary writing
Comprehension
Descriptive writing
Report writing 

	
	SARPIOM 
Building up descriptions of places
Experimenting with punctuation 
	
	Comprehension
Colour imagery analysis
Diary writing
Newspaper writing
Comparative paragraphs and linking words
	
	
	Dialect and slang 
Character studies
Analysis of descriptive writing 
Using adverbs in descriptive writing 
	Historical context 
GCSE style essay writing  
	Poetry analysis
Writing to describe an image 
SARPIOM


	
	Assessment



	How does Stanley Yelnats change and what causes these changes?	Comment by Ms M Lambert: Is it timed? Format or style of writing to be assessed? A/Os?
	Descriptive writing based on place visited 

Functional skills Assessment week
	
	
	Comparison of two myths – mini essay 

EL3 S&L assessment week
	
	Writing to describe an image 
	How does the character of Johnny Cade change and what causes these changes? 
Analytical essay
(language, techniques, historical context) 
k



	
	Enrichment
	
	Visit to Epping Forest 
	
	
	Visit to The Wallace Collection
	
	





	London Walking Tour 




	
	Theme, Aims and Content
	


Goal 

Study of a Novel 
Or ‘Girl Missing’ 



	Goal 
Contd. 
	War Poetry 
Dulce et Decorum Est & 
Who’s for the Game 
	
	War Poetry 
Dulce et Decorum Est & 
Who’s for the Game
OR
Anthology of Classic Poetry 

	Catcher in the Rye or Girl Missing 
Study of a Novel
	

	
	Catcher in the Rye
Or Girl Missing  – Contd.

	
	Scenes from Shakespeare



	
	Learning Outcomes








	· Write in full sentences showing understanding of parts of the novel
· Understand the context and setting of the novel  
· Write a diary entry as if a character in the novel
· Analyse descriptive passages in the novel  
· Analyse using the PQTZEAL formula
· Describe a setting in the novel such as St James’ Park  
· Use SARPIOM in creative writing
· Describe the action of a football match
· Use adverbs in sports writing
· Write an alternative ending for the story or your own chapter  


	

	
	· Understand the historical context of WW1 (for WP only)
· Find out how the perspective of a writer shapes their writing
· Learn what SARPIOM is
· Use PETAL in essay writing
· Link points to context and viewpoint





	· Historical and social context
· Analyse using PETAL
· Understand the themes
· Write a letter using thoughts and feelings
· Historical context of 1950s New York
· Essay in the theme of alienation
· Link essay paragraphs to content
· Use higher level connectives

	
	
	
	Study and analysis of extracts from Shakespeare


· Introduction to the language of Shakespeare
· The Globe theatre
· Extract from Henry V
· Extract from Richard II
· Extract from Rome and Juliet


	
	Assessment



	
Narrative Writing 
Write an alternative ending 
(Prep for English Language P1 Q5)



	Comparative essay 
	
	Analytical essay comparing two war poems or two classic poems 
	Analytical essay 
	
	Persuasive writing – article on a youth issue 
Analytical essay writing 
(language, context, writer’s intent)

	Analytical paragraph

	Trips
	
	Wembley Stadium 
	The Cenotaph
	
	 
	
	
	
	Visit to The Globe 





RATIONALE:
The aims of our curriculum at New River College are underpinned by the KS3 National Curriculum aims:
Students will:
· read easily, fluently and with good understanding  
· develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information  
· acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language   
· appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage   
· write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences  
· use discussion to learn; they should be able to elaborate and clearly explain their understanding and ideas   
· are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, demonstrating to others and participating in debate. 

We also aim to re-engage students with the process of learning and to build confidence and self-esteem in lessons. Our students have varying needs, but the one thing they all have in common is that they struggled in a mainstream setting. We aim to do things a little differently, so that it feels safe to try.

READING
The English Department launched a reading initiative ‘Everybody Reads’ in 2024/5 with Year 9 as the initial group. This will be continued in 2025/6 with Year 10 and started with the new year 9 cohort.
FUNCTIONAL SKILLS
As part of the induction process all students sit Edexcel Functional Skills entry level 3 papers (reading and writing). Those who pass progress to a focus on FS levels 1 and 2. The induction process allows us to judge what each student needs to achieve at entry level and beyond and throughout the year there are several opportunities to sit the next level paper for all students- it is a rolling process. As students in one class may be at various stages with different intervention needs regarding achievement at functional skills, we ensure tailored feedback and personalised activities (e.g., Starter activities for a range of skills, such as punctuation support or complex sentences).
Skills are taught through the curriculum topic and in the run up to exams teachers will go through the papers to remind students of the demands of each question.
Speaking and listening is an essential component of functional skills assessment. Speaking and listening opportunities, such as discussions and debate, are embedded throughout the curriculum and can be recorded. There are also schemes which prioritise creation of speaking and listening presentations for assessment.
Where it has not been possible to assess all students for speaking and listening (due to absence or students needing to complete more than one assessment), students will be involved in a drop-down day for speaking and listening assessment in the spring term when FS exam results come back. This gives us an opportunity to mop up any missing assessment and to re-assess any students who have just achieved a higher FS level.
Functional Skills (EL3) Speaking and Listening assessments need to be carried out in late December or early January. 




	
	
	



